Divorce and Remarriage

By Pastor Wes Gunther

Scripture to consider: 

1. God ‘Hates’ divorce – Malachi 2:16

2. God’s desire is that marriage is a lifetime commitment – Matthew 19:6

3. Jesus pointed out that the laws of divorce given in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 were given because of the hardness of people’s hearts – Matthew 19:8

4. The only “exception” for remarriage appears in Matthew 5:32 and Matthew 19:9 where Jesus refers to marital unfaithfulness as being the only exception for remarriage when divorced. 

** Note that there is widespread understanding that the marital infidelity in these passages include more than just adultery.  It includes any form of immorality that breaks the bond of marriage: fornication, prostitution, pornography, etc. 

5. This exception makes it clear that ONLY the innocent party may remarry. 

** Based on these Bible verses it is biblically possible for someone who was the innocent victim of adultery (immorality) in their marriage that resulted in a divorce – for them to remarry.  However – it then becomes incumbent upon the Pastor to make that distinction.  In other words – how does the Pastor know who was the innocent and who was the guilty in earlier marriages that ended in divorce?  In order to keep the integrity of marriage at the highest possible standard – Pastor Gunther will not re-marry anyone that is divorced.  The only exception is if the divorced couple are going to remarry each other. 

